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Throughout history, the drive for new military technology has precipitated the rise and fall of 

nations. This legacy has taken a new shape between the United States and China. In the past 

decade, China increased its military spending over ten percent, and sent its military through a 

comprehensive overhaul of its equipment, tactics, and training. United States policy makers have 

debated how to respond to China’s new, aggressive military development. Mr. Dennis Gormley, 

co-author of A Low-Visibility Force Multiplier: Assessing China’s Cruise Missile Ambitions, will 

lecture on China’s cruise and ballistic missile arsenal and argue that it is China’s most dangerous 

weapon.  

In his lecture, Mr. Dennis Gormley will examine the extent to which China has incorporated 

elements of the Soviet Union’s approach, developed during the early 1980s, to exploiting the 

effectiveness of conventionally armed missiles to achieve major military objectives against 

NATO in wartime. He argues that much of what the Soviets planned in this regard was passed on 

to the Chinese and now manifests itself in current Chinese exploitation of both ballistic and land-

attack cruise missiles. Mr. Gormley will also provide an overall assessment of the direction and 

pace of China’s military developments.    

Mr. Dennis Gormley has 10 years of experience in the United States intelligence community, and 

served 20 years as a senior vice president of a major consulting company. He has also been 

affiliated with the Monterey Institute’s Center for Nonproliferation Studies and the International 

Institute for Strategic Studies in London. Mr. Gormley has testified frequently before U.S. 

Senate and House congressional committees.  He is the author of four books, including, most 

recently, A Low-Visibility Force Multiplier: Assessing China’s Cruise Missile Ambitions (2014) 

and Missile Contagion: Cruise Missile Proliferation and the Threat to International Security 

(2008), which has recently been translated into the Chinese language.   

Date:  Wednesday, August 19, 2015 

Time: Doors open at 6:30 PM and the talk begins at 7:15 PM 

Place: USAHEC, Visitor and Education Center, Multi-Purpose Room 

For updates and any last-minute changes in “Perspectives” meeting times and places, 

please check the USAHEC homepage: www.USAHEC.org or call the Information Desk: 

(717) 245-3972. 


